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Leon County Schools Superintendent Honored  
with Florida Music Education Association Award  

 
 

Tallahassee, FL (January X, 2020) – On September 19, the Florida Music 
Education Association (FMEA) Awards Committee met and selected Mr. 
James “Rocky” Hanna as the 2020 FMEA Superintendent of the Year. 
The FMEA Awards and Recognition Program is one of the more visible 
ways in which FMEA can recognize those who make outstanding 
contributions to music education throughout the state. The program 
strives to identify and honor these esteemed individuals from 
throughout Florida.  The FMEA Superintendent of the Year is awarded 
to the Florida school district superintendent who is not a professional 
music educator but has displayed ardent support of the district’s school 
music programs.  This award recognizes leadership, excellence in 

encouragement and promotion of music education in Florida schools. 
 

Few superintendents understand the value and power of music education like James “Rocky" 
Hanna. He believes that every student should have access to quality music and arts education. 
In an era of high-stakes testing, tight school budgets, and stressful learning environments, 
Rocky provides advocacy and an investment in music education. He is truly a champion for 
music education in the state of Florida.  
 
Mr. James Hanna has a long history in Leon County. He is the third generation in his family to 
graduate from Leon High School. After earning an Associate’s degree from Marion Military 
Institute, he was commissioned as an officer in the U.S. Army. He went on to work on his B.A. 
in Business Administration at Georgia Southern College, after which he took on a job as a Hall 
Monitor back at his alma mater, Leon HS while attending night school at Florida State to earn 
his teaching certificate. Rocky, as he is commonly called, left Leon High to serve as a Social 
Science, then Dropout Prevention Educator, but went back to Leon as their Dean of Students 
while earning his Educational Leadership degree from Florida State University. He then 
became the Assistant Principal and finally Principal of his alma mater until he moved to the 
position of Divisional Director for the county in 2013. Mr. Hanna has been serving as the 
Superintendent of Schools in Leon County since November 2016.   
 
As Principal of Leon HS, Rocky supported and encouraged the development of increased 
offerings of general music classes targeted to reach the lower-socioeconomic students and 
those considered at risk. During his time as Principal, Fine and Performing Arts programs grew 
and 50% of the student body was involved in one of forty arts elective options. Since becoming 
Superintendent, he has encouraged and supported programs in the district that offer a wide 
variety of music and art electives. He has provided much needed district funding for all 

James “Rocky” 
Hanna 

mailto:kdsanz@FMEA.org


secondary school music programs. This funding became an annual line item and included 
$50,000 to each high school and $25,000 to each middle school program. At the time Mr. 
Hanna took the Superintendent’s seat, there was no cohesive curriculum for the elementary 
music programs. When he learned of their needs, he provided $40,000 in the budget to 
acquire a much needed standardized curriculum and online tools. In addition, he allocated 
funds to increase the supplemental pay which resulted in a raise for most high school music 
educators.    
 
FMEA President, Dr. Steven Kelly, describes his interaction with Rocky when he was principal 
of Leon HS. Dr. Kelly was asked to sit on the selection committee for a new band director 
there. He shared a conversation that he had with Principal Rocky Hanna when Rocky admitted 
that he did not understand music from an artistic perspective, but that he was very aware that 
music students stay in school and contribute a “unique and necessary culture that improved 
Leon High in every respect.”  Dr. Kelly was not at all surprised to learn that during Rocky 
Hanna’s tenure as principal of Leon High, the music curriculum expanded tremendously and 
beyond traditional band, chorus, and orchestra.  
 
It is easy to see why the Florida Vocal Association (FVA) chose to nominate James “Rocky” 
Hanna for the FMEA Superintendent of the Year Award. Peter Pursino, FVA District 3 Chair 
submitted the nomination on behalf of FVA. 
 
Mr. James “Rocky” Hanna received the FMEA Superintendent of the Year Award during the 
FMEA Professional Development Conference at the Tampa Convention Center in January.  An 
Awards Breakfast was held on January 10, 2020 where he was given this prestigious award.  
  
For additional information contact:  Jenny Abdelnour, jenny@fmea.org 
 

### 
 

 
The mission of the Florida Music Education Association is to promote quality, comprehensive music 

education in all Florida schools. Founded in 1943, FMEA is a non-profit professional association 
that serves and supports music educators across Florida. FMEA promotes and publishes the 

Florida Music Director as well as music education research, organizes professional development 
programs, and broadens music teachers’ knowledge and interest in their profession through 

affiliation with colleagues. FMEA is a federated state unit of the National Association for Music 
Education (NAfME) that requires concurrent membership and has as its primary purpose the 

advancement of music education in Florida. 
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